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News of 
Smokey And 

The Association  

Our Mission 

PRESERVE SMOKEY’S PAST 

PROMOTE HIS PRESENT 

PROTECT HIS FUTURE 

Wildfire Ashes Rise Up to Teach Americans 

About Lesser-Known Fire Starts in New 

Smokey Bear PSAs. New public service adver-

tisements from the Ad Council, U.S. Forest 

Service and the National Association of State 

Foresters are a continuation of the longest run-

ning PSA campaign in U.S. history 

The PSA’s are aimed to help prevent wildfires 

nationwide by increasing awareness about less 

commonly known ways that wildfires can start. 

The new "Rise from the Ashes" campaign uses 

wildfire ashes as an artistic medium to illus-

trate the devastation caused by wildfires and 

highlight less obvious wildfire causes.  

"Education is a critical part of reducing the 

number of unwanted, human-caused wildfires 

we experience every year," said U.S. Forest 

Service Deputy Chief Jim Hubbard. "We be-

lieve that this new iteration of Smokey Bear's 

long-running PSA campaign will demonstrate 

campfires are not the only way to start a wild-

fire and that Smokey Bear is counting on them 

to take action to prevent accidental fire starts." 
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  The first use of this type of vehicle (see picture on next page) was in 1925 when Ovid 

Bulter , then executive secretary of the  The American Forestry Association , proposed that  

an intensive program of education be undertaken in the south, a program designed to strike 

right at the heart of the woods burning problem by carrying it into schools, the churches, 

and the homes of rural people. He proposed that this be done by a mobile corps of inspired 

young foresters, southern born and southern educated, utilizing to the fullest the dramatic 

appeal of motion pictures, exhibits and demonstrations. Furthermore, be financed by funds 

raised by the Association, in effect a citizen‘s crusade. 

  Out of this vision was born the Southern Forestry Educational Project and Dixie Crusaders, 

which the Association after raising nearly $200,000 , launched in 1928 in co-operation with 

the states of Georgia,Florida, Mississippi and South Carolina. This still stands as the most 

intensive and concentrated in the annals of forest fire prevention and in the history of for-

estry, in fact. Equipped with a fleet of International trucks specially designed for the task, 

this mobile corps of young foresters, lecturers, educators in three years of ceaseless cam-

paigning not only succeeded in focusing national attention on the woods burning custom 

and fire protection in general, but gave a dramatic demonstration of value of intensive local-

ized education as a means of permanently safeguarding natural resources. 

   For three years , from 1928 through 1931, this pioneering team of young men, many of 

whom went on to become leaders in the southern forestry, turned in a performance that 

even by present day specialization standards stands alone. 

   No school was too small or too remote for the Dixie Crusaders to seek out. No road was too 

rutty or muddy for the trucks to travel. Day in and day out , rain or shine, often from sunrise 

to midnight, the men of the Southern Project were on the job lecturing , showing motion pic-

tures, setting up exhibits and demonstrations in high school auditoriums and in one-room 

crossroad schools, before women’s clubs, in 4-H club encampments, at remote sawmills and 

in turpentine camps. By the end of 1931, every rural school in the four states had been visit-

ed one or more times and in each the seeds of forest appreciation were planted to take root. 

   Actually, during this period , the Dixie Crusaders traveled 300,000 miles through piney 

woods back country broadcasting , with all the drama of the day, such themes as “Stop 

Woods Fire!-”- “Everybody Looses When Timber Burns”-“Growing Children Need Growing 

Trees!” They gave programs at 10,000 schools and hundreds of churches  and other places 

rural people gather. 

          Jim and Nancy Shaffer  

Early Forest Fire Prevention  
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1925 

Even our neighbors to the North saw value in this              
educational effort. 
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THE SMOKEY 

BEAR PATROL 

 

Just a sidebar note to let 

you know the Smokey 

Bear Patrol continues to 

bring to the attention of 

the official protectors of 

all that is Smokey, what 

is felt to be inappropri-

ate uses of his image or 

his messaging. 

Ahhhh the wonders of 

the internet! Once it’s 

out there it lives forever. 
 

https://

www.somethingaw

ful.com/

photoshop-

phriday/fun-

with-smokey/2/ 

 

Not a lot the legal pro-

tectors of Smokey Bear 

can do in cases like this, 

but I do know of several 

follow-ups they have 

made from leads we 

have provided. Like in 

the movie My Cousin 

Vinny … Win Some Lose 

Some. 

Fred  

Folks aren’t suppose to know yet, but the 

Filson company will be donating one of 

their new limited edition watches to an 

event which I an on the planning com-

mittee for.  

The Event 

 International Workshop which will be 

held in Mystic, CT  December 6-8, 2017. The attendees 

will be Fire Prevention Professionals coming from the 

Northeastern states and 5 Eastern Canadian Provinc-

es. We are expecting about 125 attendees. It was de-

cided that at this workshop we would hold a silent 

auction with the funds being split between the US 

Wildland Firefighter Foundation and the Canadian 

Fallen Firefighters Foundation . these foundations 

honor those who have been killed while protecting our 

lands, homes and property. The Foundation’s purpose 

and mission is intimately linked to this concept. The 

workshop is called “Wildfire in the Northeast” and it is 

being put on jointly with the Mid – Atlantic Compact 

and the Northeast Compact 

with funding from the U.S. 

Forest Service.  

This will be the centerpiece of 

our  silent auction .  

Shush 

“The Smokey watch 

would be our honor to 

gift to the auction. As 

you know it's a very 

special item, limited to 

just 1,000 in produc-

tion, but I can't think 

of any group more 

willing to donate to. “ 

 

Cheers! 

Melissa  

http://www.filson.com/watches.html 

http://www.ablogtowatch.com/filson-smokey-bear-watch-review-shinola/ 
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Folks always tell me when they see what I have “you must have the 
best Smokey collection.” My response is always “you should see 
some of the collections friends of mine from the SBA have.” It’s not 
really a contest to many of us as to who has the biggest or the best 
it’s just having a collection of things we all love, hold dearly and 
can tell stories about. 
If not the biggest or  the best I think it is one of the best displayed  … 
The Bergethon Collection. 
Fred X Turck 
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www.smokeybear.com 

Here's a picture from our Smokey Bear room.  We've been collecting since the 
80's, it all started with one patch.  I had the collection in my office at the U.S. For-
est Service office for many years, people treated it like a museum.  When the of-
fice moved to a new building in 2002, we converted a bedroom to a display room 
and brought the collection home.  We enjoy it every day! 
 
Karen and Rik Bergethon 
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One of the MUST SEE 
places for any serious 

Smokey Bear  man, 
woman or child! 

I made a first 
time visit to the 
Smokey Bear 
Historical Park 
in Capitan in 
late June while 
on vacation in 
New Mexico-it 
was way cool. 
  
Mike Davis 

LOOKING FOR ……. 

If anyone has one of these (bronze or silver) and is 

willing to sell or trade it would be greatly appreci-

ated. Have a special need for one. 

Thanks, Fred X Turck 
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Guess What's At: N 48° 36.184 W 093° 24.517 
The  Nation's largest Smokey Bear statue in Smokey Bear Park 
in International Falls, Minnesota, and for a short visit our own 
Tim Taylor 

 
Last year I was able to check seeing the In-
ternational Falls, MN Smokey statue off 
my bucket list.  He was still garbed in his 
fishing vest from a recent tournament in 
town.  I was surprised at how big it was.  I 
stopped at a number of state and national 
forestry offices on the way, taking pictures 
and picking up some Smokey items. 
There’s me with the MN DNR Orr Office 
sign with the fire danger still at medium 
and the USFS Cook, MN office sign with 
the fire danger at low.  By far the most in-
teresting piece I saw was in the lobby of 
the Koochiching Historical & Bronko Na-
gurski museum next to Smokey Bear 
park.  It is the tepee shaped wooden sign 
pictured.  The wording, best I can make 
out below the badge says, “put your camp-
fires out with 
water prevent 
forest fires 
Minnesota 
State Forest St. 
Paul Minneso-
ta”.  Is this 
something an-
yone else has 
seen?  I won-
dered how old 
it may be. 
  

Have 
you been 

here? 
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The  spring of 2017 will bring the Northwest Regional Get  Together to Roseburg, OR. 
Jack has volunteered once again to host the gathering. Our get togethers are a lot of 
fun  so please make a note that one will be held in the spring of next year.  
 
As soon as all the details are ironed out, I will let you know so read the newsletters 
closely.  This is an advance notice so you will  be  prepared to attend when the time 
comes.  
 
Submitted by Carolyn Ramos 
Northwest Regional Director 

Northwest Regional Get Together 2017 

Challenge 

Are these the only 3 uses of Love with a 

Smokey Bear product? 

Send your response to me for the next 

newsletter along with any other material. 

Its YOUR newsletter, without your sup-

port it wont be around much longer. 

Fred X Turck 
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The phrase "One of Smokey Bear's best friends" 

seems to get used a lot in our circle and it’s true 

I think we ALL ARE one of Smokey Bear’s best 

friends. Since our last newsletter we have lost 

two of Smokey’s and our Best Friends.  

Ron Schaufler 

Ron Schaufler, Ron was one of a kind old school 

fire person who has always been a champion of 

Smokey and what he stands for. Ron has passed 

away peacefully at his home surrounded by his 

family. The photo of Ron was taken at Ron’s 

home while he was hosting a gathering of 

Smokey Bear Association members. (Thanks Jack) 

Rita Ann KRESEK 

  Rita and her husband of 56 years Ray  

(pictured below) were the founders and caretak-

ers of the Fire Lookout Museum of Spokane, 

and hosted Smokey Bear Association members 

regularly.  The last visit was during the Smokey 

Bear Association's 2016 national convention in 

April.  Even though Rita was not feeling well at 

that time both she and Ray welcomed members 

from all over the country to view their home, the 

beautiful grounds and rare collection of all 

things forest fire related and of course Smokey 

Bear.   

Ray makes it clear that everything he had ac-

complished in life was done so with the help and 

support of his lovely wife Rita.  When Ray spoke 

of Rita you could just feel the love, respect and 

admiration he had for her.  

 

They will remain forever in our 

hearts, minds and memories.  


