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This is a second try at trying to find out any info on 

this item. It  is about 20x24 and professionally / 

commercially produced. It looks like the wooden 

laser carved signs but is more like a mold of fiber-

glass/plastic. It is very well made including the 

storage container, surely not a one of a  kind ??? 

The only way to put a possible date on it is with the 

use of Forest Fires, so I would guess 80’s to 90’s 

but that’s just a WAG. If you have any info please 

contact Jim and Nancy Shaffer 
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Do You Have Any of These Early Items? 
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How cool is it that someone had the forethought to save and hold onto something 

a simple as the harness Smokey wore on his flight to the Washington Zoo. Such 

acts at the time don’t seem like much but they sure have a historical place/impact 

when trying to tell a story and to  preserve a momentous occasion. I feel so many 

“things” today are going by the wayside in today’s throwaway society. 



 

From The Office of the President …. 
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Which 
One? 



 

40 YEARS AGO and Smokey doesn’t look a day over 25. Now I am 
not so sure about our very own Don Hansen . 
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We received the following from Melissa Garlington ... 

 If you would, please let the rest of the members know about Dad's 
passing.  Dad thoroughly enjoyed being a part of the organization 
and was upset he wasn't able to attend last year's convention in Ida-
ho. 

 Melissa Garlington 

 
Taken from the  Missoulian and Star Tribune  
 
Dick recently passed away at the age of 82 surrounded by family. Dick was raised in Missoula 
MT, graduate of Carelton College, and longtime resident of Burnsville, MN. He is survived by 
his wife, four children, and seven grandchildren. He was a collector of Smokey Bear, as his 
grandfather was one of the originators of the Forest Service Campaign. Dick was a loving and 
devoted husband, father, and grandfather and will be greatly missed.  

Richard (Dick) GARLINGTON 

About "Smokey" Bear 

Iron Skillets  

Darrell Dornseif, owner of Bear Iron Skillets, is a col-

lector of logo iron skillets, and also a Tennessee For-

estry Department employee. He is a transport and 

dozer driver assigned to fight forest fires and to also 

promote the Smokey Bear brand and his cause. From 

these experiences, he conceived the Bear Iron Logo 

Skillet.  

Designed to promote Smokey Bear and the preven-

tion of wildfires, the Bear Iron Skillet is manufac-

tured in Tennessee. This collectible skillet will last 

generations and provide amazing skillet dishes that 

keep getting better as time goes on.  

Bear Iron Skillets is Licensed #17-001 in accordance 

with and authorized by the U.S. Forest Service for the 

commercial manufacture use of the Smokey Bear 

Logo which contributes to the public information 

concerning the prevention of wildfires. The name and 

character of Smokey Bear are the property of the    

United States.  

Do You Own One of These? 

If not, it might be too late unless 

you find one on eBay or some place 

else. 800 were produced and they 

are sold out directly from the com-

pany and they have no plans for a 

second production run. 
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The Associations Financial Report. 

  

Opening Balance, Jan. 1, 2017:     $2832.66 

Deposits (dues):                                   $1699.08 

Current Balance (3/21)                        $4531.74 

 

NOTE: There are two regional gatherings this summer (Neosho, MO, June 9-11, and Roseburg, 
OR, June 23-25).The Board has voted to give  both $200 to help defray costs the organizers may 
encounter for your regional gatherings. We hope this small token will enhance the experience for 
the attendees. At the next convention it will be brought before the whole membership to enter this 
program (with conditions or guidelines) as part of our bylaws so we may encourage more regional 
meetings.  

Thanks Rik for keeping the books and records in excellent shape. 
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Anyone ever see or do you have one of 

these in your collection? It is made 

from a thin veneer piece of wood a little 

bit bigger than a business card. 

Sure would like to have the 1st and 2nd 

issue… collectors what a crazy lot! 

 

Send note to Fred X Turck 



 

 The Smokey Bear Association will be holding their Western Regional Gathering this June in 
Roseburg, Oregon. The three day event will be held at the Sleep Inn & Suites Roseburg June 23 - 
25th.  Smokey Bear enthusiasts from 
around the West are invited to attend this 
semi-annual event being hosted by Jack, 
Nancy and Marian Winchell.  Please note 
that this gathering in open to all SBA 
members and non members from across 
the United States.   
 
Attendees who wish to stay at the hosting 
hotel are asked to contact the Sleep Inn of 
Roseburg at 541-464-8338.  When making 
reservations make sure you ask for the 
Smokey Bear Association rate which is 
$110.00 plus tax for queen size or two 
double beds.  
 
Please bring your Smokey Bear items to 
display or sell as there will be display ta-
bles in the meeting room renting for $5.00 per table.  We are charging for the tables this year as we 
now have to rent the room which was provided at no cost in the past.  A $10.00 registration fee per 
person will be charged to cover door prizes and Saturday lunch. 
 
If you can, please bring some Smokey Bear items that you would like to donate to the raffles.  All 
money raised will help offset the cost of some special prizes / gifts to be given away as well as the 
usual expenses.  
 
We are expecting SBA members and Smokey Bear fans from all over the West Coast to make the 
trek to Roseburg so if you are looking to buy, sell, or trade Smokey Bear items please plan on at-
tending.  This year’s event well be a laid-back gathering that should be fun for all and a great time 
to catch up with old friends and Smokey Bear enthusiasts. 
 
Friday evening will be setup of the meeting room and social time. 
 
Saturday will be a full day starting at 9:00 am and going until 5:00 pm at which time we go a few 
miles across town to a very nice Chinese restaurant where we have a room reserved.  After dinner 
we go back to the Sleep Inn to take down the display and sales tables and just enjoy each others 
company. 
   
Sunday morning will be social time and goodbyes.  
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.   We hope to see you in June.   
 
Jack Winchell 
17670 North Bank RD. 
Roseburg, OR 97470 
home  541-496-3214 
cell      541-733-4433 
smokeybearassociation@gmail.com 
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